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D anielle Casey took a round
about way to her job as econom
ic development director for the 

city of Scottsdale and into the field of 
business recruitment. Now, she’s a rising 
star in regional economic development.

Casey grew up a military 
brat, living everywhere 

from Fort Worth, Texas,  
to Dayton, Ohio. She 

landed in Arizona 
partway through 
her college career.

“Mom and I are 
close, and she and 

my stepdad when I 
was halfway through 

college got transferred 
per his work to Phoenix,” 

she said. “With no other fami
ly where I was and an offer from mom 
to ‘come check out ASU and consider 
transferring,’ I checked it out. The palm 
trees and the energy on campus at ASU 
hooked me.”

Casey graduated from Arizona 
State University with an anthropology  
degree and got a job at the Heard Muse
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danIELLE 
CasEy
Title: Economic 
development director

Organization:  
city of Scottsdale

education: 
Bachelor’s degree 
in anthropology, 
arizona State 
university; 
master’s degree 
in administration, 
Northern arizona 
university; 
certified Economic 
Developer and 
certified Economic 
Development finance 
Professional

Residence: 
Scottsdale

Car: Toyota 4runner

Grew up: I was an air 
force kid. I was born 
in fort Worth, Texas, 
and lived in Ohio, 
alabama, louisiana, 
utah, rhode Island. I 
have been in arizona 
longer than any other 
place, so I consider it 
home.

um. She was living in Pinal County  
when she landed a job with the city of 
Maricopa as assistant to the city man
ager in 2005. The bedroom communi
ty had only about 12 employees at the 
time, and Casey was assigned to an eco
nomic development consultant hired 
by the city.

“With subsequent need to support 
the local chamber and help it get orga
nized, I became the dedicated econom
ic development staff for the city and had 
the amazing opportunity to build the 
programs, tools, and department from 
the ground up,” she said.

One of Casey’s former bosses in Mari
copa, brenda Fischer, now is glendale’s 
city manager.

Casey was hired to run Scottsdale’s 
economic development efforts last May. 
She will take over as president of the Ari
zona Association for economic Devel
opment this May. The statewide group 
includes government economic devel
opment executives as well as site selec
tors and real estate brokers involved in 
the business recruitment game.

Scottsdale officials and other eco
nomic development professionals in the 
valley cite Casey’s energy and creativity 
for her ability to succeed.

“I think she is incredible,” said Jeanine 

Jerkovic, economic administrator for the 
city of glendale.

Casey has taken well to Scottsdale, both 
as a working and living environment.

“living in Indian bend Wash, it is 
tough to not want to be outside, jogging, 
biking,” she said.

If she gets a free minute, which is rare, 
Casey said she enjoys cooking and trying 
new recipes, even if she has to google the 
ingredients.

“I like the challenge,” she said.
Currently she is working with the 

Scottsdale City Council and other city 
managers on a new strategic economic 
plan for the city. That includes options 
for the McDowell road area, which has 
lost a number of car dealerships during 
the past decade. 

Casey said the key is learning how to 
consolidate various parcels of land with 
separate owners to spur larger redevel
opment efforts.

Casey also is seeing increased inter
est from hightech companies and those 
seeking younger workers in the Old 
Town area. 

“There is a lot of interest from tech 
and software firms,” she said. 

She noted Scottsdale’s median age 
is 44 citywide, but 31 in the downtown 
area.

Video online at: PhoenixBusinessJournal.c
om
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Hear Danielle casey’s 

take on business 

recruiting and bringing 

jobs to Scottsdale in  

her video on our 

website.
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